
HOOKED
STUDENT OF THE MONTH

Glover, Hannah 
Zilber, Joshua 
White, Alexis 
Latham, Haley

Reed, Taylor 
Lee, Amina 
van der Meulen, Jacqueline 
Dwyer, Oceana

Emmerik, Kimberly 
Kirsch, Arielle
Rhodes, Randy 
Culver, Faith

SEPTEMBER...

OCTOBER....

NOVEMBER...

  PUNTA GORDA KIWANIS

PUNTA GORDA ELKS 
SENIORS

Thomas, Samantha Stover, Eric

Marandola, Justiss    Mathurin, Dennis

Morrill, Jaycee Amrhein, Kyle

SEPTEMBER...

OCTOBER...

NOVEMBER...

PUNTA GORDA ROTARY
JUNIORS

French, Kaitlin      Chavarria, Kendall

Burdick-Perez,Savana    Perez, Carlos

Kuo, Pristina        Papa, Michael

SEPTEMBER...

OCTOBER...

NOVEMBER...
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 Charlotte High has under gone 
some new changes this school year with 
Punta Gorda Middle’s former principal, 
Mrs. Cathy Corsaletti, coming to work 
at CHS. New rules have been put in 
place and new approaches to academic 
success have begun.
 “She is treating us like middle 
schoolers slightly, but I do think some of 
the new rules have been for the better,” 
said Claire Lyons, who is a senior at 
CHS.
  Many of the PGMS rules have 
been brought over to the high school 
such as having a planner as a hall pass, 
music in between classes, and a more 
strict dress code. Claire does enjoy the 
fact that the use of phones in the halls, 

at lunch, and in some classes is still 
allowed. 
 “I think that Ms.Corsaletti is 
definitely more connected with us 
age- wise than previous principals,” 
said Laurie Akins, who is a sopho-
more at CHS. “The new principal is 
from PGMS and she does have more 
of a broad idea of how kids our age 
act and feel towards things.” 
 “Even though I am indifferent 
towards some of the rules, I think that 
overall they are just there to make the 
school better.” Akins said that if she 
could add a rule to the school it would 
be being able to eat in class.
 CHS has gone through many 
changes through the past year with 
the new principal transfer, but things 
should all be settling back down soon 
once the school year progresses.

 School Rules
  

  Freshmen 
Aaron Rivers and Nicole 
Burg are new to Char-
lotte High School’s cam-
pus, along with Principal 
Cathy Corsaletti. Burg 
and Rivers both attended 

Punta Gorda Middle School the previ-
ous year with Corsaletti as their Princi-
pal. Their switch from middle school to 
high school was made a little smoother 
with Corsaletti along for the ride.
 “We don’t feel like we’re the 
only ones lost,” commented Rivers.
 “I like her as a Principal, so I’m 
happy about her moving. It makes the 
transition a little bit easier,” Burg added.
 Burg is active in the drama and 
band programs and continues to be in-
volved with both. This year, she plays 

Fresh Fish in a New Pond
the flute in the Silver King Marching 
Band and is taking a theater class.
 Rivers plays soccer and he is 
now a member of Charlotte’s cross-
country team and is taking some 
honors classes. Rivers has noticed that 
the teacher-student relationships are 
different at CHS than at the middle 
school.
 “They treat us more like adults 
than at the middle school,” Rivers 
explained.
 Even with the adjustments, 
Charlotte High’s freshmen seem to 
enjoy the diversity 
that the school offers.

Aaron Rivers and Nicole 
Burg  enjoy a variety of 
freedoms at CHS. 



 Student Government Associa-
tion (SGA) is an organization which 
has cultivated some of the best leaders 
at Charlotte High School and in the 
community. It is a group of students 
who lead the student body of Charlotte 
High School and also represent them.
 “Since we are leaders, we need 
to set an example of what is appropri-
ate for school by meeting deadlines, 
staying on top of grades, but also hav-
ing fun and going to all of the events 
and having school spirit!” said senior 
representative Angelica Asperilla.
 This group is mostly known 
as the group who puts together home-
coming week, voting for class rep-
resentatives and helps with other big 
events such as senior socials. How-
ever, SGA is also in charge of teacher 
appreciation breakfasts before school, 
and other smaller events.
 “We are in charge of the big 
and small events. We also run every 
single senior event,” said senior class 
president, Patrick Bluck.
 The group works extensively 
on leadership abilities and team build-
ing because that is exactly what they 
are-- a cohesive team. They go to 

multiple rallies which gives the students 
extra training in the field of leadership 
and team building. SGA is dedicated to 
making the students happy, because it is 
not just their job, but their passion.
 “SGA enables students to social-
ize at unique events that would other-
wise not exist. The events that go on 
through the school do not happen solely 
because of the teachers but because of 
student government. The wishes of the 
student body are translated into real 
events. We serve to please our peers, 
and set an example,” said senior repre-
sentative Isabel Sanchez.

    Tarpon Movers & Shakers

Class Rings are Forever 
 Class rings are a symbol of 
school pride and tradition.  Steve 
Kline, from Herff Jones, recently came 
to Charlotte High School to speak to 
sophomores about their class rings.  
 “Girls have up to 50 differ-
ent ring options, boys have up to 15,” 
states Kline.
 Class rings come in all differ-
ent shapes and sizes.  Class rings can 
be customized to whatever you would 
like, sports, clubs, or even hobbies.  
 If your ring doesn’t fit any-
more they can resize it, if a stone falls 
out they will replace it and they can 
also help you if you have transferred 
schools or have had a grad year change.

 “If you lose your ring within 6 
years of purchasing it, Herff Jones will 
replace it for free.”
 A ring ceremony will be sched-
uled and sophomores will be able to 
receive and wear their rings with pride. 
It’s a time honored tradition.

Did you know?

There are still a few dated Tarpon 
Ornaments left. Cheerleaders will be tak-
ing donations after Christmas until all the 
ornaments are gone. If you are interested 
in donation to the cheer team to receive 
a Tarpon ornament please contact Coach 
Kelli Lipe at (941)-575-5450 ext. 1721.
               HAPPY NEW YEAR!



Did you know?

 Last school year, Charlotte High introduced 
two Pre-AICE classes: French and Spanish. Pre-AICE 
classes are rigorous and designed to prepare students 
for the subsequent Advanced International Certificate 
of Education (AICE) class. The AICE program is 
comparable to AP and is overseen by the University 
of Cambridge in England, which is ranked among the 
top five academic universities in the world.
 Alongside administration, Maudlyn Mason, 
the Pre-AICE Spanish teacher, and Kathy Vitali, the 
Pre-AICE French teacher, planned an award cer-
emony to recognize students who had passed either 
of the two Pre-AICE exams. The event took place on 
September 19th. Students were rewarded with lunch 
made by CHS culinary arts students, a certificate, and congratulations from their teacher and administration members.
  “We’re very proud of all of our advanced students – AP, AICE, Pre-AICE. They’ve done very well in the past and con-
tinue to do well, and we’re looking to challenge more students to jump into those advanced courses,” remarked Dave Masony, 
the Assistant Principal of Curriculum and Testing.
 Aeriel Mathison, currently a junior, took Pre-AICE Spanish her sophomore year. To better prepare herself for the exam, 
she studied both inside and outside of the classroom.
 “I did a lot of book work, and practice tests, and vocabulary and all of that,” explained Mathison.
 Although there is no college credit given for passing a Pre-AICE exam, students push themselves to do well so that 
they are eligible to take the AICE course of the same subject where college credit can be earned.

 Over the last four years, many of 
these students have worked tremendous-
ly hard to decide on what they want to 
be and what they must do to accomplish 
that dream. They have found out what 
they are most interested in and what 
they would to be their career. They work 
to their extent to get ready for the adult 
world they are fixing to enter. These 
students are the seniors.
 This year they have a major proj-
ect. The Senior Class Project is a project 
that each senior must do that is based 
on their career choice or what they are 
interested in. They have to choose a 
subject, find a mentor, write a research 
paper on the subject, create a product 
(observational/hands-on piece relating 
to the research paper), a portfolio, and 
give a presentation. These processes 
take up about the whole 1st semester of 
their English classes.
 “Out of all the things I teach, it’s 
probably the coolest,” spills Hughes.
 Teresa Hughes, one of the Eng-
lish teachers here at CHS, has helped 
her senior students start the project. 

 Charlotte High has two fire drills 
within the first few weeks of school fol-
lowed by monthly drills throughout the 
school year. When the fire alarm sounds, 
students are to exit the building in the 
shortest possible route and wait for the 
signal before going back inside.
 “I find the fire drills effective. In 
case of an actual fire, you know where to 
go to leave the building,” shared Malik 
Arscott.
 Aside from fire drills, Charlotte 
High will occasionally practice the pro-
cedure for a code red.
 “Code red is when there is a cri-
sis; it could mean a lot of things. Any-
thing from something that is happening 
out in the community to an actual situ-
ation on campus – an emergency situa-
tion,” Andy Tenney explained.
 Depending on the type of code 
red, teachers and administration could 
be instructed to lock all doors and keep 
students inside the classroom or escort 
them to the stadium.

Acing the Pre-AICE

“Students were individually recognized and given a certificate to show 
their achievement. Twenty-six students were honored at the Pre-AICE 
ceremony.”

Hughes, as well as many other teach-
ers, has assigned it for years now and 
really enjoys it. She explains that it is 
a complicated process, but definitely 
worthwhile. Hughes favorite parts about 
the processes are watching the students 
have their “AHA!” moments and getting 
to see what they’ve created.
 “I just wanted to look further 
into it,” shared Posten.
 Rylee Posten’s subject for her 
Senior Project is rape. Having called 
the NYPD, she will be receiving a real, 
previous case where a stranger actually 
sexually assaulted a woman. With this 
case, she will know and understand the 
detectives’ steps and she will also make 
it “her own”. 
 Senior projects push Tarpons ac-
ademically and challenge them to think 
ahead. The ideas for the project come 
from the individual student. Choosing a 
career path not only inspires seniors to 
reach for the goal but to  know what lies 
on the path ahead.

Seniors Present with Pride Being Safe



 The Positive Behavioral In-
terventions and Supports (PBIS) 
nation-wide program was established 
at Charlotte High School three years 
ago to promote better behavior among 
students. Specific to Charlotte High, 
Tarpon Tickets are used to complement 
the PBIS program. Team leader Emily 
Klossner is in charge of the program. 
 “We want to reward the kids 
who do the right thing all the time, and 
how we do that is through our Tarpon 
Tickets. If teachers see students do 
something good, students get Tarpon 
Tickets, and the Tarpon Tickets are then 
used to draw winners for prizes,” ex-
plained Klossner.
 Richie Woodham, a tenth grader 
at Charlotte High, was one of the first 
students to be randomly selected for a 
prize from the pool of Tarpon Tickets.
 “I got my ticket from Mr. Lar-
kins from getting a question right, and I 
won a hat,” Woodham recalled. 
 Periodically throughout the 
school year, one student’s Tarpon Ticket 
is drawn from each grade level. The 
student who’s ticket was drawn appears 
on Tarpon News Network, the student-
produced school news show. On the 
show, each student wins a prize, which 
varies from a gift card to Charlotte High 
merchandise.

 Charlotte High School is con-
tinually striving to provide the most 
incredible educational opportunities for 
its students. Many times, we see this as 
going off campus for educational trips. 
This time, Charlotte High School wel-
comed best-selling author Jaimie Ayers 
on campus to speak about writing styles, 
her personal life, and the process of 
writing a novel.
 “It is such an incredible op-
portunity for the students, I really love 
this…” said Media Center Specialist 
Tara Cain.
 Ayers gave students an inside 
look on her life, and her experiences as 
an author. She stressed the importance 
of having endurance, and determination, 
and how long and painful it truly is to 
be waiting for a publishing deal. She al-
lowed for the students to be involved by 
asking them to make their own bucket 
list (because Ayers’ novel is based off of 
the concept of bucket listing).
 “I think it’s an experience that 
most students usually remember…my 
hope is that they will be inspired by my 
story to go out and follow their own as-
pirations,” said Ayers after her visit was 
over.
 The students enjoyed being in-
volved with the visitation and hopefully 
learned a lot more about what it truly 
means to be an author.

Rewarding Positive Behavior
 Anyone interested in supporting 
the positive behavior program at Char-
lotte High may send donations such as 
checks, gift cards, and goods to Char-
lotte High School.

No Bullying

Bully cont...

Meet an Author

 As they stand there talking to that kid 
who always sits in the corner, they call 
him names like loser, weirdo, ugly, freak 
and many more. He looks like he just 
brushes it off as he continues his work. 
Yet they do it to him every single day. 
What you don’t know is that the kid 

getting picked on goes home every day, 
locks himself in his room, and cries. He 
doesn’t understand why they have to be 
so rude. Then he comes back the next 
day pretending that it didn’t bother him 
one bit. But you don’t try to stop them 
as they continue it each day. With just 
your trying, you could change that kid’s 
life. 
       At CHS there is a Bully Presen-
tation. It is shown in the freshman 
H.O.P.E. classes. It is ran by Assistant 
Principal Kate Pyle and Officer Schrad-
er. It covers the different types of bul-
lying, how to determine if it is actually 
bullying, inform what it really means to 
be bullied, how to get help, and many 
more subjects. 
      “Just because it’s not bullying 
doesn’t mean it’s okay,” says Pyle.
      Pyle explains that all types of bully-
ing have different ways of scarring you. 
Even though she hasn’t had any person-
al experiences with bullying, Pyle thinks 
that emotional bullying maybe worse 
because it is harder to see. 
      Samuel Jolicoeue, 14 year-old 
freshmen, attended the presentation. 
Jolicoeue says that it was pretty well 
done. Jolicoeue has not had any per-
sonal experiences with bullying and is 
glad that he has not seen or heard of any 
in Charlotte schools while he has been 
here.
     “Most important hmm... maybe the 
part about the relationships, like the 
signs of a bad relationship,” Jolicoeue 
determined.
 Students and teachers alike must 
stand up to bullies and stop the behav-
ior. Bullying is never acceptable. By 
bringing the topic up for discussion and 
informing through the presentations, 
CHS hopes to end bullying all together. 
 

Jaimie Ayers speaks to Tarpons about 
her career as a writer.



 Nothing beats great enter-
tainment. Each year, Charlotte High 
School’s drama department, vocal 
department, and band put on a show 
called Side by Side. Side by Side is a 
show which is presented soon after the 
school year has begun and showcases 
the school’s chorus department, the 
drama program, and the school band 
all in one show. During the program, 
there are also treats and beverages of-
fered. What most people don’t realize, 
though, is exactly what it takes to make 
it all happen.
 “It takes a lot of work. Not just 
in rehearsal, but ticket sales, and that 
gets complicated, people bring in des-
serts so that we offer those to our audi-
ences as part of the delightful evening 
they can have when they come here. 
The plates, the napkins, the forks. It 
takes a lot of coordination,” said choral 
director Jaci Cushman.
 Although it is so much work, it 
is said to be far worth it. Not only does 
the audience get a treat, but it is also a 
chance for the other departments to see 
what the others do. It allows for minds 
to be opened to other groups and other 

Friday night at Charlotte High is foot-
ball night; bright lights, large crowds 
and school pride are always seen on 
these nights. But Friday night is not 
football night without the marching 
band. The Charlotte High marching 
band works hard to put on their perfor-
mances during football season.
 Tanner Lansdale, a senior at 
Charlotte, is the drum major of the 
band and is in charge of conducting the 
band and keeping time. As a drum ma-
jor, Lansdale holds a profound amount 
of responsibility. 
 “You have to make sure you’re 
always doing the right thing.” Com-
mented Lansdale about his role as drum 
major.

Meet an Author activities that are 
going on at Char-
lotte High, making 
it a truly eye-open-
ing event.
 “This is our 
chance to perform 
altogether, although 
we are separate 
departments…when 
we are perform-
ing on the stage, 
you get a sense of 
‘this is what we’ve 
been working for’, 
and it’s amazing that everyone together 
is united there at that time,” stated the 
choral department treasurer Bailey Te-
itsworth.
 “These performances are so 
magical because we have people from 
every performing arts section of our 
school. It’s like whatever is going on in 
someone’s life is just forgotten for that 
moment when they are on stage, and 
that is so beautiful,” said choral secre-
tary Anna Taillon.
 Side by Side brings together the 
three performing arts departments in 
Charlotte High School. It also unites the 
students simply by being talented per-
formers who love their craft and inspires 
the audience by bringing the arts to life.

Side by Side

 Marching is a very exact science that 
consists of lots of multitasking for ev-
eryone in the band. To some this may be 
a difficult task for others it’s just part of 
the fun.
  “It’s arguably the most fun part 
of my life,” admitted Lansdale. 
 “It’s like a family,” said Paul 
Montanari, the Band teacher at Char-
lotte.
 Montanari has taught band for over 20 
years in multiple states. 
 “One of the thrills about it is just 
watching kids learn. You can tell when 
they get it,” expressed Montanari.
 He puts countless hours into the band 
and his dedication shows in the band.
The marching band is a grueling sport 

that requires dedication and precision. 
Without them, football night wouldn’t 
be the same. March on, Tarpons.

Tanner Lansdale is seen conducting during band 
class. The band rehearses marching music in 
class before they ever get out on the field

Silver King Band...Stronger, Louder than Ever



 The Hospitality is a community 
service club. The club believes in show-
ing their gratitude by enhancing morale, 
maintaining their dignity, and gaining a 
sense of pride within our community by 
volunteering their time to good causes 
throughout the community.
 “We want to connect the com-
munity with the youth, to let them know 
that we matter, we count, we care,and 
I want to community to have a better 
understanding of the youth and that they 
do care and they provide good services,” 
said Ms. Peggy Hornbake, sponsor.
 “Hospitality Club is a club 
where you get volunteer hours and you 
basically take care of the community,” 
stated Rori Evans.
 The Hospitality Club volunteers 
for Relay for Life, Salvation Army and 
much more. 

 Leo Club is one of the many 
clubs giving back to our community. To 
help the community the Leo Club had 
a canned food drive. Ms. Marie Hoch-
sprung is the club’s sponsor.     
 “This canned food drive is to 
help the community and give them some 
food for the holidays,” said Cheyenne 
Helfrich.
 Leo Club has been doing the 
canned food drive every year. People 
deliver canned food every year so the 
club can donate it to the less fortunate 
ones during the holiday. 
 “We take the cans that are not 
damaged, perishable, not outdated and 
something that’s filling and edible,” said 
Rachelyn Riley a member of the Leo 
Club. 
 Sometimes people even give out 
gift cards to help out the community.
Clubs and people can also volunteer to 
help out the Leo Club pass out the food. 
Last year the club worked with different 
food banks to help out.
  Leo Club’s mission is to help 
everyone in this community to have a 
great holiday feast.

 Mr. Chris George is the spon-
sor of Charlotte High Schools Tarpon 
Robotics team. George takes pride in 
last year’s success as one team made it 
to the World Championships. 
 “I think a good goal for the 
whole program is to get all three teams 
to the state meet, and then from there if 
we could have one of those three move 
on and get back to the World Champion-
ships that’d be a really good goal for the 
season. The three D’s to succeed is de-
sire, discipline, and dedication,” stated 
George.

 The Interact Cdoes many differ-
ent things such as Habitat for Humanity, 
bell ringing for Salvation Army and giv-
ing out water at the turkey trot, ” says 
Mr. Dave Riley, the club’s sponsor.
  “We do a lot of fun 
unique things, along with commu-
nity service, we face paint at the home 
games, and we’re kind of like Char-
lotte’s personal pep-group,” stated Lexi 
Molinari.

“Be the change you wish to see in the 
world” – Mahatma Gandhi.
 Tarpon Leadership Academy 
(TLA) has helped better our school and 
the community for years. It is currently 
sponsored by Mr. Ira Kincaid III. They 
work school-related events like the 
school’s talent show and Relay for Life. 
 “We have something big we’re 
very excited about. Mr. Damico has got 
us set up with Team Punta Gorda. We’re 
gonna have a council of students… 
basically they are going to go out and 
take part in community events. Do ev-
erything from the mayor’s office to the 
Chamber of Commerce, street dance, 
whatever,” Kincaid explained.
 Not only do they strive to im-
prove the community, but they also 
work to progress on their own. Kincaid 
has made the “7 Habits Philosophy” 
by Stephen and Sean Covey one of the 
most important subjects for the group 
this year. One of the habits that Kincaid 
thinks is most important is begin with 
the end in mind, meaning have a plan 
and stick to it.
 “I chose TLA because it teaches 
you responsibility, integrity, and hard 
work. All of which make you a good 
leader,” said Nicole Schaff.

Club Happenings

Hospitality Club

Robotics Club

Leo Club

Interact Club

TLA



 Key Club has been a part of 
Charlotte High for many years. It is 
run sponsored by Ms.Emily Klossner, a 
Tarpon alum. 
 The club is not just one that 
focuses on the community, but it fo-
cuses on the school. Key Club has done 
roadside clean ups, fundraising for the 
Eliminate Project, parking assisting for 
the air show, and reading to children.
These are all community and school 
service activities that the students are 
not getting paid to attend. They do, 
however, receive community service 
hours and new friends.
 “Being in Key Club assists 
students getting their service hour re-
quirement for scholarships, also it helps 
students make new friends and connec-
tions throughout the community, and 
also develop a sense of pride for their 
school by giving back,” said President 
and senior, Angelica Asperilla.
 The club not only gives back 
to the community and the school, but 
to the students as well. The students 
become active in the community and 
school, and feel like they’re a part of 
something.
 “What I love about Key Club is 
that it is open to everyone, and anyone. 
It allows kids to socialize and make 
friends while serving the community 
and doing their part to give back. IT’s 
so rewarding” said senior member 
Haley Blaine.

Key Club

NHS

 One of the new clubs is the 
Ultimate Frisbee Club.  As sponsor, Mr. 
Keith Larkin tried his hardest to include 
all students, boys and girls of any grade. 
 “Anybody can come out, boys 
and girls. There are about 20 students 
signed up so far. We play outside on 
the soccer fields every Friday and will 
hopefully eventually compete against 
other schools and in tournaments,” ex-
plained Mr. Larkin.
 Though Ultimate Frisbee Club 
is fairly new to Charlotte High School, 
many students seem interested in join-
ing and actively following up with the 
fun “practices” and hopefully upcoming 
tournaments. 

  The students meet on Mondays 
after school to discuss things like the 
Halloween party coming up around 
the corner at Sallie Jones Elementary 
School, which includes things like face 
painting and pumpkin making. 
 “We try to assist other schools, 
not just Charlotte High,” stated Renee 
Massolio the founder of the CHS Art 
Club.
 President of CHS Art Club Bre-
onna Burke is passionate about the art 
club and its tradition. 
 “Three words I would use to de-
scribe my personal art would be crazy, 
weird, and fun.” 
 Junior Savana Burdick-Perez be-
lieves, “Art Club is a great way to meet 
new people, people you never thought 
you would talk to, but it’s a lot of fun!”
 Emily Blaine, another senior, has 
much to look forward to this year.
 “I’m excited for the field trips 
and don’t know what to expect,” said 
Emily Blaine.

Ultimate Frisbee Club 

Art Club 

 The National Honor Society is 
a prestigious club based on Character, 
Scholarship, Leadership, and Service.
 “You need to have three leader-
ship academy and three service activi-
ties where you’re volunteering ... to get 
in and your grade point average,” said 
Mrs. Zuzana Lukackova, sponsor of the 
club.
 Being a member of NHS distin-
guishes those students that show superi-
ority in leadership, service and charac-
ter.    
 Members are motivated to help 
in the community. NHS participates in 
road cleanups in the Punta Gorda area 
and stadium cleanups at the high school.
 “It’s a great opportunity for 
community service and leadership train-
ing,” said member.Annalise Bockin.



Journalism News...
The Tarpon Journalism program is alive 
and growing at Charlotte High. This is 
the second edition of our online paper. 
We are finding our way and learning 
lots in the process. The current staff 
not only designs, writes, advertises and 
produces the yearbook, they also write 
for the Charlotte Sun page and for the 
online paper “Hooked.”  These students 
carry a full schedule of academics, ath-
letics and outside curricular activities, 
while learning graphic design and Pho-
toshop skills. They do all of this within 
one class period, five times a week. 
Should you have comments/sugges-
tions, compliments or would like to 
contribute to the program by photo or 
story, please contact Tarpon Journalism.
tarponbuzz@gmail.com.
Thank you.
Ms. Kelli J. Lipe, Adviser

2014-2015  Staff:
Lauren Skeoch...Amber Jelen...Sergio Albarracin...Jacqueline van der Meulen...
Rebecca Kreger...Alexis White...Rachel Folsom...Laissa Caidor...Natalie Ressel...
Alanna Masony...Tyra Drouillard

YEARBOOKS CAN STILL 
BE ORDERED ONLINE...

yearbookforever.com


